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3.0 Property Information

3.1 History of the Marietta Waterworks
The Marietta Waterworks building was constructed in 1910 and was the first city owned
waterworks in Marietta. The city’s citizens voted to construct a “first class system” when
the privately owned and operated waterworks system was deemed inadequate.

The first waterworks used by the City of Marietta was built in 1894 by the Marietta
Paper Manufacturing Company. The mill was in need of a waterworks system in order
for it to expand and the city needed a waterworks system for its citizens. Though the
company was granted rights to build a waterworks and supply the city, Marietta retained
the right to build its own waterworks when the need arose. By 1908, the mill owned
waterworks was inadequate for city use.

On November 16, 1908, the citizens of Marietta voted to issue $80,000 water bonds and
$80,000 sewage bonds. A two-thirds vote was required to authorize the issue. Both
bond issues passed, with the water bond approved with 396 votes for and only thirteen
against. “After the result was known the jubilant crown rung the court house and fire
engine bells, exploded fire works and lit up the square with a bonfire.”

The Marietta Journal and Courier reported that men had begun clearing trees at the site
on December 3, 1909.” However, later that month a Superior Court judge granted an
injunction filed by the Trust Company of Georgia, formerly the Marietta Paper
Manufacturing Company. The Trust Company argued that the new waterworks would
divert water from Allgood’s Creek, which would decrease waterpower and limit their
expansion plans. “The Trust company says it is one of the largest taxpayers in the city
and this is ‘a scheme to ruin its property and confiscate it.””® By mid January 1910, work
resumed on the waterworks when another judge dismissed the injunction.

On November 11, 1910, The Marietta Journal and Courier published the forty-eight
regulations passed by the City Council outlining how water may be obtained from the
city’s system.” On November 17, 1910, Dr. S.D. Rambo was the first citizen to connect to
the waterworks and was followed in rapid succession by Mr. Joe Black, Judge Morris,
Mr. H.N. DuPre, and others. “Up to date about fifty applications for water have been
filed and the taps are being made as rapidly as possible. The people seem anxious to get
the artesian water and it is expected that in a short while practically the entire city will
be using it.”®

On December 2, 1910, the Marietta Journal and Courier reported that 125 connections
have been applied for by residents with forty or more being connected already and new

4
5
6

“Sewerage and Water Bonds Carried,” The Marietta Journal, November 19, 1908, pg. 1

“Work Started on New Water Works,” The Marietta Journal and Courier, pg. 10

“Atlanta Judge Stops the Work on Marietta’s New Water Works,” The Marietta Journal and Courier, December 24, 1909, pg. 1
“ City Council Adopts Rules in Regard to Water Service,” The Marietta Journal and Courier, November 11, 1910, pg. 4

“New Water System Begins Operations,” The Marietta Journal and Courier, November 25, 1910, pg. 1
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applications coming in every day.” By the end of the month work on connections was
suspended because the city’s meter supply ran out and with sixty nine connections but
still 135 applications still pending, the city can barely keep up with the demand.

3.2 Architectural Description
The Marietta Waterworks is located at 426 Sessions Street, Marietta, Georgia 30060. It
is less than half a mile from the historic Church-Cherokee corridor and less than a mile
from Marietta’s historic square. The building is surrounded on the north and west by the
modern waterworks property, on the south by Sessions Street, and on the east by the
original reinforced concrete basin.

The building is asymmetrical and roughly L in shape with the inside of the L facing
Sessions Street. It is one story in height. The foundation is a concrete slab and the roof is
flat. The exterior of the building is brick in a six-course common bond and painted
white.

The building’s decorative elements include its windows and a wide stepped entablature
giving it elements of the Neoclassical Revival architecture style. The wood windows are
all eight-beside-eight casement windows with fixed eight-light arched windows and
brick arch above unless noted otherwise.

The building has two front doors located inside the L, one on the southeast facade and
one on the southwest. The doors have been replaced but the asymmetrical surround
seems to be original with a four light transom above and a two-by-seven light sidelight
to one side. A metal awning has been added above both doors, covering a brick arch
similar to the arch above the windows. The southeast facade has a window on either side
of the door, while the southwest facade has one window to the west of the door.

The southwest facade located closest to Sessions Street also appears to have once had a
door, which is now bricked in. To the west of the bricked in door are three windows, the
two outside windows being larger in size than the middle one. The southeast facade
located closest to the concrete basin has at least one typical window on its southern
portion but landscape overgrowth blocks the remaining sections of the facade from
public view.

The northwest facade has two typical windows on the south portion with the remaining
two windows standard six-over-six double-hung windows. The north section is located
behind a fence and due to this design element, was never meant to be within public
view. The landscaping behind the fence is overgrown with several vines growing up the
side of the building and over the two windows on the north section. There appears to be
a portion of a west addition still standing but as this is not within the public view it is
unknown how much of this portion still exists. The northeast facade is completely out of
view from the public right-of-way.

9 «Sparkling Water Furnished by City,” The Marietta Journal and Courier, December 3, 1910, pg. 1
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The property has limited landscaping with a small lawn between the building and
Sessions Street. Much of the property’s landscape is overgrown especially on the east
and west sides of the property. There is a parking pad located within the L shape of the
building with walkways providing access to each door. This front area is also landscaped
with well-kept bushes close to the building.



GEORGIA HISTORIC RESOURCES  resource No. comaszs

Historic Preservation Section 205 Butler Street, Suite 1462 County Cobb
Georgia Department of Natural Resources Atlanta, Georgia 30334
404/656-2840

For instructions, see the Georgia Historic Resources Survey Manual
1 Name(s) of resource 2 Location map with North at top

City of Marictia Water Works
3 Address/location
315 (or 426) Sessions St
Marietta o .
4 Owner’s name and mailing address

5 @ Building O Structure
O Site O Object

O Landscape feature
6 O Representative example of building type
Number represented
7 Use, current public works

original publicworks
“

8 Date of construction (or estimate) 16 Number of stories
I910. e
9 Major changes & date (explain in No.25)
® Altered O Moved
) @ Additon O Destroyed
0 Architect/engineer/designer
URBKHOWR oo
11 Contractor/builder/craftsman ;
Unknown . e 2 Type of construction
12 Style brick bearing )
Neaclassical Revival - elemencs 21 Exterior material(s)
............................................................................................................................ COMUMOMYAMETICAN oot e
13 Building type 22 Foundation material(s)
............................................................................................................ e
14 Original Floor Plan 23 Porch(es) '
(i oemblcnc o e swop (frons, 1 story, partial metal hip)
15 Plan shape 24 Windows
LoSAaped oo F casement (round-headed, unknown, recangular)
25 gggellgobt’\;l bﬁ‘lfffﬁ, ggscnpnon 26 Negatives: roll # 59 frames # \4

Addition - 1940 - rear brick addition, rear wood and metal addition
Altered - 1965 - two front doors blocked, new doors installed




Resource No. CO-M-176

27 Description of outbuildings (if any) 28 Site plan with North at top

29 Descﬁptidnrof landscape features

designed plantings/planting beds; yard setting - informal/picturesque;
terracingicontouringlretaining walls

30 Number of buildings ! structures 0
outbuildings ¢ sites 0
landscape features 3

31 Deééﬁpﬁon of the environment
urban - residential (mixed old and new)

; ] ing/park (mixed old and
industrial setsing/park (mixed o new) 32 Archaeological potential

33 History 34 Historical theme(s)
Bonds men voted to finance the contruction of the waterworks in late 1908. THEMES: architecture; engineering: communisy planning public works

The system began operating in November 1910. 35 Signi ficance

history - development (good example/illustration)

36 Sources of information
First 100 Years local historian 8, 33

37 Prepared by (person, organization and address) 38 Date of survey 1994-1994  FeSUIVEY

David Cullison

City of Marietta

205 Lawrence St.
Marietta, GA 30060

39 Government preservation activity 43 Recognition and date
O Section 106 review O Grant O National Landmark
.......... O Taxcertification O Other .. O National Register
40 S$HPO evaluation O Georgia Register
appears 1o meet Nat. Reg, criteria O Local designation
41 USGS quadrangle name Marietta O HABS/HAER
UTM reference O Determination of eligibility

16 726100 3760420 O Other
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At the City Election Last
- Monday by Over Two.
Thirds Vote. i

Marietta voted Jast Monday to issue
$80.000 water bonds and 830,000 rewer-
sge bonds. There were 522 registerad
voters and two-thirds of that number
were required to authoriza the issue.

Two elections, with two | boxer—were
held in the council chamber at the
same time. The sewerage box had as
mansgers S. A, Anderson, J, J. Daniell,
and 8. B, Love, with W. J. Plerce as
clerk. The water bonds box had s
managers Judge P.D, McCleskey, W
R. Power and W. A DuPre, with Jack
Miller, Joe Coryell and Walter Rey-
nolds es clerks.

In the water box were polled 398
votes, 13 of them against water. In
the sewerage box were poiled 390 votes,
17 of them agminst sewerage.: There
were four votes in each bhox thrown out
a8 errore.

Both méasures having heen carried,
the council, with Mayor Dobbs pregid-
ing, met immediately, consgclidated the
vote and declared the result and placed
the eame on record book of couneil,

After the result was known the jubi-

_ | lant erowd rung the court house and
fire engine house bells, exploded fire

-| worka and lit up the gquare with a bon-
iire.

i

“Sewerage and Water Bonds Carried.” The Marietta Daily Journal: November 19,

1908, p. 1.

24



wm SRTED OF |
- NEW WATER wmms'

Fnrcc (1f Meu Clﬁarmg
A“ay T;mber From the
Sm, of the Lake.,

o e ke

e o .

— S A R T . ,

\ foree of hands began v:gornus work
Monday on the new water-works sye-
tern for, Marietta.. -

They started clearing oﬂ nh& imber
from the site'of the lske’on Allgood’s

‘ereek, and a3 soon a8 that i3 completed |
work on the dam av that point will be
started. :

The pipe for the geavity flow from
the upper lake to ths second basin or
resérvoir will arrive in a day or two,
and that part of the undertaking will
be pushed rapidly.

The iron pipe for the system ha3s been
ordered, and all steps have been taken
to press the work forward.
~ The measurnrd distance from the
reservoir to the stsnd-pipe on Campbell
hiil is 9,660 feet.

Marioetta will not hava to wait long
for the water from Blackjack.

“Work Started on New Water Works.” The Marietta Daily Journal and Courier:
December 3, 19009, p. 10.
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“At!anta Judge Stops the Work on Marietta’s New Water Works.” The Marietta
Daily Journal and Courier: December 21, 1909, p.1.
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1 EH WATR STSEN |

e

M BEEIS OPERATIONS

and Dr. Ratﬁbo, First Man ¢o
e Connect Up With the
| City Pipes.

——n,

—_

—

was . brapn: Rambo was the first citizen
day [to connect With the new waterworks,
hen | He began the uge. of the water last
obb | Thursday ang was followed (n rapid
Successlon by Mr. Joe Black, Judge
ini- | Morris, Mr. H. N DuPre, and others.
his Up to date about fifty applications
ing for water have been filed and the taps
are being made gg rapldly as possible.
The people seem anxious to get the
artesian water and it Is expected that
red|in a short while practically the entire
D18 | ity wijg be using it F(
k.| For two or three weeks the work
ive | of testing the pipes has been going on.
It has been found that the stand-pipe '
en | Pressure at the Square g sixty-two BI
ri- | Pounds which wijl Put water on the
g [ F0OF Of any bullding in the city. The| Ji
. | re pressure from the engines is one| Bla;
4% hundred and thirty pounds, maximum, $1.2
of ' Martetta Is, therefore, well fixeg in only
,the matter of fire protection, especially
18 ' with the admirable fire department op
8. ganlzed thig year. : O
; Superintendent Early has been doing | 81ze
I |2 good deal of flushing of storm sew. at or

a [ ©r8 In cleaning out the pipes and mak.
| 10& the tests. Thig has done a good Ni
.« | 8ervice in cleaning out the branches
t and is appreciated by those who live
along the streams Into which private
Sewers now empty,

cents

y
{

tl’ NCW ca!icoes iust In at onlv , Rn L and Courior:
Water System Begins Operations.” The Marietta Daily Journal an
“New Wate

November 25, 1910, p. 1.
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“Sparkling Water Furnished by City.” The Marietta Journal and Courier: December
2, 1910, p. 1.
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Business Men to Dinc .md‘
Plan for Progress in Gty
and County. [

Ter Chamber of Commart s dinne |
miil inke place at Uhe Arsorp Audio |
riwms Thuraday might, December |

Tha indications are that Use event
will be largely abteaded wid it is
yoeted thal muck sntbuzlasm will Iz.-|
manifostod. 2

Fhere is & stromg disposition anwang
ihe buslneas moem of Marictta tn geil
tegrther for buslueas sme brigg i he,
dkeclion of Cobb couaty moce of the
wonderful development uow poing
In Cleorgia, aspecislly in rhe isig
of Atlnats

Tha frst dinmsar of ree Chaisher of
Commieree ban becw toulemplated for)
mpme Lime, Al tha wembers ars [n-
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g
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FIFTY METERS ARRIVE | .
FIFTY MORE COMING;

Work Being Rushed to Sup-| i

_ Ch
ply the Demand for |
itv’ lur
City’s Water. hu

[ ef

Fifty meters for the city waterworks sal
arrived Tuesday, and tifty more are on
the road. The connections with the| 1
new syetem have been made &0 raptd-{ ho
ly that the supply of meters ran out ut
and the work had to be vuspended for
a few days.

Buperintendent Farly has been try-j .

- ing to burry things along and he has

been greatly disappointed on acoount | 4.

of being unable to get the meters facl| n,

sapugh. M.

With fifty on hand and Lfty more| M
coming, and with vrders placed for)se
others, he feels that he can keep ap|ur
with the demand for water. M

Bixty-nine copnections have been (B‘
made to date and there are one han- “
deed and thirty-five applications still} ..

on file, with others coming in every| ¢
day. This means that there are over
two hundred who will soon be using
the water, which is about one-third
the total list of consumers.

The machinery is working ftinely
sod Mr. Early is epthusiastic over
the way the artesian wells are reapond-
ing to the pumps with & bounteous
suply of clear and sparkliog water.

=gl

SUGGESBTION FOR A CHRISTMAS

P p——

“Fifty Meters Arrive Fifty More Coming.” The Marietta Journal and Courier:
December 23, 1910, p. 2.
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